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Please keep your 

microphone on 

mute during the 

presentation.

Please use the chat

feature to ask questions

or provide 

comments during

presentations.

Please introduce yourself in 

the chat:

• Name & pronouns

• Organization

• What is your favorite 

thing to do on or around 

the Anacostia River?



AGENDA

Photo Credit: Krista Schlyer

11:00  WELCOME & INTRO

11:05  PHASE 1 RECAP

     PHASE 2 APPROACH & RESULTS

11:40 Q&A

11:50 BREAKOUT SESSIONS

12:20  NEXT STEPS  



Project Overview
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DC’s Comprehensive Restoration Plan for the Anacostia River 
Corridor that will help achieve the following priorities:

• Restore Habitat

• Improve Water Quality
• Enhance Resiliency

• Enhance Public Access and Recreation

The final Restoration Master Plan will provide a holistic plan with 

which the District and Sister/Federal agencies can use to apply 
for future grants and other funding to implement restoration and 

enhancement projects along the corridor.

The planning process supports increased community 

understanding of the history and ecology of the Anacostia River 
Corridor; building community consensus on solutions that will 

improve health and resiliency, and access to the river.



Project Schedule

5



Goals for Today
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Today’s Review Session Goals

• PRESENTATION: Consultant team presents results 

of Phase 2 concept development 

• BREAKOUTS: Discussion of results; seeking 

feedback on synergies with existing or planned 

Agency efforts, areas of concern or conflict

After the call, the map will be made available for 

additional review and comments for one week. 



Project Overview
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Phase 2 – Concept Development 
• Draft strategies & locations to address 4 

goals; consider overlapping benefits of 

restoration and access strategies

• Review and feedback from Sister/Federal 

Agency group
• Review and feedback from 

Stakeholders/Public 

• Refine and Finalize Strategies and 

locations 

The “corridor” is defined as the entire tidal section of 
the Anacostia River in DC, reaching from the river 

channel to the upland edge of the 500-year flood 

plan. 



Phase 1 Recap
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Opportunities Analysis Mapping

Resiliency 



Phase 1 Recap

9

Opportunities Analysis Mapping

Water Quality  



Phase 1 Recap
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Opportunities Analysis Mapping

Habitat



Phase 1 Recap
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Public Engagement

• Public Survey on 

EngageDC.com and Popup 

events

• Stakeholder Interviews
• Public Meeting 



Phase 1
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Public Engagement

• Public Survey on 

EngageDC.com & 

Popup events

• Stakeholder 
Interviews

• Public Meeting 
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Public Engagement

• Public Survey on 

EngageDC.com

• Stakeholder 

Interviews
• Public Meeting 



Phase 1
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Public Engagement

• Public Survey on 

EngageDC.com

• Stakeholder Interviews

• Public Meeting 

WEBLINK: Anacostia Corridor 

Restoration Plan — Anacostia 

River Sediment Project 

(restoretheanacostiariver.com)

https://restoretheanacostiariver.com/anacostia-corridor-restoration-plan
https://restoretheanacostiariver.com/anacostia-corridor-restoration-plan
https://restoretheanacostiariver.com/anacostia-corridor-restoration-plan
https://restoretheanacostiariver.com/anacostia-corridor-restoration-plan


Phase 1 Recap
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Community Input Themes

Which of these activities do you think needs to be more available along the Anacostia 

River Corridor?

RESPONSES

Nature/wildlife appreciation 152

Using the trails along the river (walking, biking, running) 147

Kayaking/Canoeing 143

Visiting parks along the river 116

Picnic or other social gatherings 113

Other Boating (Sailing etc.) 72

Fishing 65

Rowing 65

Other 38



Phase 1 Recap
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Community Input Themes



Phase 1 Recap
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Community Input Themes

85% of respondents noted cleanliness of the river as the highest rank activities on the river, 

followed by natural and wildlife habitat (60%)

35% of respondents noted security and safety, health and fitness opportunities, and scenic 

beauty as highest rank activities

50% or more of all respondents noted the following as high priority for immediate attention: 

• Improving fish and wildlife habitat 

• Reducing litter

• Improving safety and security 
• Reducing flood risks

50% of all respondents noted the following a medium priority to make a positive impact: 

• Improved recreation availability 

• Improved access to recreation
• Improving scenic quality 



Phase 2 Concept Development 
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Restoration and SW Management

Tidal Wetland / SAV Mosaic

Tidal Wetland / SAV Mosaic with Dredge Fill

SAV/ Open Water Aquatic Beds
Freshwater Mussel Restoration

Wetland Restoration Above the Ex. Shoreline (upland of seawall)

Riparian Vegetation Restoration (forest and meadow plantings)

Stream Daylighting

Stormwater Management BMPs

Public Access

Put-ins

Swimming 

Fishing
Birdwatching/ wildlife watching

Gathering Spaces and Picnic Areas

Overlooks 

Other amenities



Restoration and Enhancement Strategies Menu
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Tidal Wetland/ 

Submerged 

Aquatic Vegetation 

(SAV) Mosaic
&

Tidal Wetland/ SAV 

Mosaic with 

Dredge Fill



Restoration and Enhancement Strategies Menu
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Submerged 

Aquatic Vegetation 

Plantings



Restoration and Enhancement Strategies Menu
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Mussel Habitat 

Restoration



Restoration and Enhancement Strategies Menu
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Nontidal Wetland

Restoration



Restoration and Enhancement Strategies Menu
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Floating Wetlands



Restoration and Enhancement Strategies Menu
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Meadow 

Restoration



Restoration and Enhancement Strategies Menu
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Floodplain 

Reforestation



Restoration and Enhancement Strategies Menu
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Picnic / Gathering 

Overlooks and 

Restored Meadow 

Plantings  



Restoration and Enhancement Strategies Menu
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Improved and 

Increased 

Overlooks and 

Fishing Access



Restoration and Enhancement Strategies Menu
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Wildlife Viewing/ 

Boardwalks 

through Restored 

Riparian Forest and 
Wetland Habitat 

Areas 



BREAKOUT DISCUSSION
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• What restoration and public access synergies do you see with the 

proposed strategies based on your agency’s work?
o Are there new ideas that can support the plan’s goals? Any 

feedback on how to continue momentum of this effort? 

• What potential conflicts or concerns arise based on the proposed 

strategies?

• What, if any, information is missing from your agency that can help 
inform the team’s refinement of these strategies?

• Any other thoughts? 



Phase 2 Process
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PHASE 2 : CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT 

1. Review of Geospatial Opportunities Analysis 

& Community Input

2. Define Strategies and Conditions for their 

Suitability based on initial list

3. Additional Data Requests to DOEE/partner 

agencies 

4. Preliminary Strategy Mapping

5. Internal Biohabitats Worksessions and 

Desktop Review



Key Biophysical Criteria for Strategies

31

Restoration and Stormwater Management

Tidal Wetland/ SAV 

Mosaic

Tidal Wetland/ SAV 

Mosaic
with Dredge Fill

SAV/ Open Water 

Aquatic Beds
Freshwater Mussel 

Restoration

Nontidal Wetland 

Above the Ex. 
Shoreline Riparian Vegetation Stream Daylighting

Stormwater 

Management

Bathymetry Bathymetry Bathymetry Bathymetry Topography Ex. Vegetation Ex. Piped Streams Ex. Imp. Surfaces

Topography Topography Topography Topography Ex. Wetlands Ex. Wetlands Ex. Imp. Surfaces Existing SWM BMPs

Ex. Wetlands Ex. Wetlands Ex. Wetlands Ex. Wetlands Ex. Imp. Surfaces Ex. Imp. Surfaces Ex. Sports Fields

Navigation Channel Navigation Channel Navigation Channel Navigation Channel Ex. Sports Fields

SAV Surveys Ongoing Rest. 

Activ ity

Recent Mussel 

Surveys



Key Biophysical Criteria for Strategies
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Public Access

Fishing
Kayak/Canoe/Padd

le Board Put-In Swimming Birdwatching Gathering Spaces Overlook Picnic Areas Other Amenities

Public Comments Public Comments Current City 

Proposed Locations

Public Comments Public Comments Public Comments Public Comments Public Comments

Ex. and Proposed 

Wetlands

Ex. Marinas Larger Contiguous 

Habitat

Open Public Land Ex. and Proposed 

Wetlands

Open Public Land

Ex. Roads/Parking Ex. Roads/Parking Trail Network



Results

GIS Web App – 
presentation of results 



BREAKOUT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
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• What synergies do you see with the proposed strategies based on your 

agency’s work?
o Are there new ideas that can support the plan’s goals? Any 

feedback on how to continue momentum of this effort? 

• What potential conflicts or concerns arise based on the proposed 

strategies?

• What, if any, information is missing from your agency that can help 
inform the team’s refinement of these strategies?

• Any other thoughts? 



DEBRIEF

Room 1

Room 2 

Other comments? 



NEXT STEPS 
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Sister Federal Agency 

Facilitated Discussion

&

Independent Map 

Markup (link to be 

provided after this call)

Consultant 

Team 

Mapping 

Refinements

Stakeholder Advisory 

Committee

Discussion & 

Prep for Outreach

PUBLIC 

survey, popup 

events, 

meeting to present 

the results 

Spring 2023

Today 



NEXT STEPS

37



Questions?

Photo Credit: Krista Schlyer

Kara Pennino
Environmental Protection Specialist,
Partnering & Environmental Conservation Branch, Watershed 

Protection Division, DOEE

kara.pennino@dc.gov | 202-734-8738

mailto:kara.pennino@dc.gov
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